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October 31, 2019
Dear Neighbor,

Recently you received a note from the Planning and Zoning Commission about an upcoming project at our
school, the Intensive Education Academy. We wanted to share a bit more about our school and the project
itself.

As you may know, 1EA was founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1971. In 1997, we moved to the
neighborhood. IEA offers an educational alternative for children with special needs across Connecticut and
Western Massachusetts who have struggled in traditional public schools. Many of our students primarily
struggle with anxiety and all receive special education services. Offering a strong academic program and
nurturing staff to support social and emotional needs, IEA offers a unique environment in which students are
able to succeed.

To support the growth and development of our students, we are in the process of designing a new Outdoor
Education Area. This space will include a playground, fitness trail, outdoor classroom and green space. We
would like to assure you:

¢ This space will be in the same area as our current playscape.
e This space will only be used by our students and will not be open to the public.
o We will not be installing any additional lighting and it will not be used during the evening hours.

Much of your experience as our neighbor will remain the same. However, the experience for our students will
improve dramatically, as they will have updated, safer equipment to use. They will also have a fenced in area
which will guarantee their safety, as currently we need to fence off part of our parking lot for the children to
use our outdoor space. Additionally, as you may already be aware, increased outdoor physical movement will
offer many great benefits to our students, including improving both their focus and academic performance.

Should you have any questions about this project at all, | invite you to reach out to me. We are proud to be
an active member of this neighborhood and welcome you to visit the school to learn more about what we do.

Regards,

Jeffrey L. Forman
Jorman@ie-academy.org

Iintensive Education Academy, Inc.
is a non-sectarian, not-for-profit, State of CT appproved special education facility, and a ministry of the Sisters of 5¢. Joseph,

www.ie-academy.org
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